Familial dementia of adult onset with pathological findings of a 'non-specific' nature.
A family is described in which 4 of 10 siblings developed a dementing illness that culminated in death within five to six years of onset. The pathological findings in 3 members were strikingly similar, and consisted of widespread nerve cell loss and astrocytosis within the cerebral cortex, status spongiosus within the outer cortical layers and, in 2, nerve cell loss and astrocytosis within the dorsomedial nucleus of the thalamus. It is concluded that the disorder described in this report does not conform precisely to any of the currently recognized categories of familial dementing disease.